This Week in the Office of Senator
Marco Rubio
Following reports of slum-like living conditions, I am demanding an investigation of
Glorieta Gardens. On Tuesday, I called for Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Secretary Ben Carson and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Commissioner Charles Rettig
to conduct an investigation and potentially suspend benefits to the owners of Glorieta
Gardens Apartments in Opa-locka, Florida. The request was made following multiple
visits by my staff to see first-hand the living conditions described in tenant testimonies.
Read more here.

On Thursday, I requested Glorieta Partners, Ltd., to provide his office with a detailed
explanation as to how they spent $24 million in tax-exempt bonds and additional
revenue generated from increasing rents on tenants, which were intended to finance a
rehabilitation of the Glorieta Gardens Apartments. Read more here.

On Tuesday, I spoke on the Senate floor urging Florida officials to pardon “the
Groveland Four,” four young African American men who were victims of
institutionalized racial hatred in Lake County, Florida in 1949. After 70 years, it is time
for Florida to do the right thing. Watch my full speech here.

I believe withdrawing troops from Syria is a grave mistake. On Wednesday, I spoke on
the Senate floor in opposition to the President’s decision. Watch my full speech here.

On Thursday, I joined Dana Perino on Fox News to discuss why withdrawing troops
from Syria is a colossal mistake with grave consequences. Watch my interview here.

Read my statement on the President’s decision for a “full and rapid” withdrawal from
Syria here.

On Wednesday, I joined Senators Graham, Shaheen, King, Cotton, and Ernst in sending
a letter to President Donald Trump expressing our concerns regarding the
consideration to withdraw U.S. forces from Syria. Read more here.

On Wednesday, I joined Senator Menendez in leading a bipartisan letter to Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, asking his agency to formally determine if the Burmese
military’s campaign of violence against the Rohingya people constitutes a genocide.
Read more here.

On Thursday, I commended the Administration for pursuing charges against Chinese
hackers directly associated with the Ministry of State Security. Read more here.

On Thursday, Congressman Chris Smith and I released a statement on the impending
verdict in the trial of Igor Bitkov in Guatemala. Read more here.

On Tuesday, I joined Senators Cortez Masto, Gardner, Coons, Bennet, and Cruz in
expressing concern to Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and other national security
leaders in the Trump Administration about ongoing Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
attempts to undermine democracy. Read more here.

Esta semana escribí una columna de opinión en Diario las Américas en honor a los
presos políticos y de conciencia en Cuba, Venezuela y Nicaragua. Vea la columna aqui.

I discussed my concerns on the First Step Act on Fox News Radio with Guy Benson and
Marie Harf on Tuesday. You can listen to the Interview here. Read about why I voted
against the First Step Act here.

Over the weekend, I praised the ruling by U.S. District Judge Reed O’Connor declaring
the Affordable Care Act unconstitutional. Read more here.

In Case You Missed It...
“Rubio introduces bill to net Florida hospitals an additional $600M” (Politico,
12/18/2018)
“Florida's US Sen. Marco Rubio Seeks Pardon for Groveland 4” (New York Times,
12/19/2018)
“Shoddy renovation of HUD apartments in Opa-locka unconscionable. Audit the
developers, like Marco Rubio says.” (Miami Herald, 12/18/2018)
“Complex still squalid after feds paid millions for rehab, Rubio says. He wants audit”
(Miami Herald, 12/18/2018)
“Sens. Marco Rubio and Ed Markey team up to deny Saudi Arabia nuclear energy”
(Washington Examiner, 12/19/2018)
“Rubio, along with Senators Bob Menendez, D-NJ, Dick Durbin, D-IL, and Patrick
Leahy, D-VT, recently introduced the Venezuela Temporary Protected Status and

Asylum Assistance Act of 2018. According to a news release from Rubio's office, ‘The
bipartisan legislation seeks to grant Temporary Protected Status for eligible
Venezuelans fleeing the dire conditions in their homeland and to provide support for
migration systems in the countries surrounding Venezuela.’" (Lawmakers hold
roundtable discussion in Sunrise on crisis in Venezuela, ABC 10, 12/17/2018)
“Marco Rubio Joins Ted Cruz in Pushing for More Sanctions on Iran” (Sunshine State
News, 12/18/2018)
“Rubio, Smith Warn Judge In Bitkov Case” (Washington Free Beacon, 12/20/2018)
“'We're Abandoning Them': Rubio Says Syria Pullout Will Lead to 'Slaughter' of Kurds
by Turkey” (FOX Insider, 12/20/2018)
“Marco Rubio Rips Syria Withdrawal: A ‘Colossal Mistake’ That Will ‘Haunt This
Administration’” (Mediaite, 12/19/2018)
“Florida’s Senators, Neal Dunn Urge Congress to Rebuild Tyndall Air Force Base”
(Florida Daily, 12/17/2018)
“Marco Rubio: We're headed toward a series of 'grave' defense policy errors”
(Washington Examiner, 12/21/2018)
“Led by Senator Bob Menendez, the top Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, the letter was also signed by Republican Senators Marco Rubio and
Susan Collins and Democratic Senators Ed Markey, Tim Kaine, Ben Cardin and Jeff
Merkley.” (Bipartisan senators call for U.S. 'genocide' label of Myanmar killings,
Reuters, 12/20/2018)

Legislation Introduced…
•

•

•

I introduced the State Accountability, Flexibility, and Equity (SAFE) for
Hospitals Act, which would overhaul the Medicaid Disproportionate Share
Hospital (DSH) program to create equity for all states by updating a metric
used to determine how much each state is allotted, which has not been
reformed since the early 1990’s.
Senator Markey and I joined Representatives Sherman, and Messer in
introducing legislation that increases Congressional oversight over any civil
nuclear cooperation agreement – or 123 agreement – between the United
States and Saudi Arabia.
I joined Senators Markey, Collins, Cardin and Merkley in introducing a
bipartisan resolution that highlights the horrific acts of violence against the
Rohingya people in Burma.

Keep up with me on Facebook and Twitter

